
This is Micah. 
Beyoncé is her fan. 
Micah Schure, 20 
Emerson College, Boston; 
communications major

With a music-publicist mom 
and guitar-playing dad, 
Schure grew up in a house 
full of tunes. (She recorded 
her first song, “Hot Woman, 
Strong Woman,” in her 
basement at age nine.) She’s 
since performed her origi-
nal pop across the country, 
including at a fund-raiser 
with Michelle Williams  
of Destiny’s Child. When 
Beyoncé heard  Schure’s 
 single, “Rebel,” she told her, 
“You have a beautiful voice, 
and you are killing the gui-
tar. You’re super  talented!”  
Her goal: To perform with 
John Mayer. “He wrote on 
my lyrics book: ‘Keep writ-
ing and cross out nothing. It 
all means something!’ ” she 
says. “I completely lost it.”  
Her tip: Know, and nurture, 
what you’re good at. “Every-
one has one thing that 
makes them a genius,” she 
says. “Focus on it.” 

Sweatshirt, Sandro; skirt, Rachel 
Comey; necklace, Wanderlust + 
Co; heels, Pierre Hardy.
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Introducing  
the Coolest 
Women  
on Campus 
Now

They’re the  
winners of 

Glamour’s 56th 
annual Top 10 

College Women 
Competition.  

Meet the CEOs, 
superstars, and 

legends of the 
future—and  

find out who won  
our $20,000  
grand prize!

By Katie Sanders

Photographs by Aaron Richter

“I write my  
best material at  
4:00 A.M., when  

no one’s  
bothering me!” 
says Schure. 
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 “If I do something 
positive for 
women, it affects 
my life too.” 

all about you/top 10 college women 

She builds robots 
that explore the 
world’s farthest-
flung places.
Grace Young, 20 
Massachusetts  
Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Mass.;  
ocean engineering major

Technically speaking, 
Young never graduated 
high school—she was 
accepted to MIT at 17. Her 
niche? Robotics, a subject 
she fell for as a little girl  
in her great-grandfather’s 
Ohio chocolate factory.  
“I watched the machines 
stir, melt, mold, and wrap 
chocolates,” says Young, 
who juggles up to seven 
classes a semester and 
spent last spring break vol-
unteering at a girls’ science 
school in the Congo. “My 
uncle was always tinkering 
with things, and I wanted 
to do it too.” Now she  
helps build marine robots 
that explore oceans; one 
mapped part of the under-
side of Antarctic sea ice.  
Her goal: To build ’bots  
that help combat climate 
change, pollution, and 
overfishing.  
Her tip: She lives by this 
quote by Yahoo CEO 
Marissa Mayer, which she 
penciled on her bedroom 
wall: “Do something  
you’re not ready to do. In 
the worst case you’ll  
learn your limitations.”

Shirt, skirt, Suno; heels, Eric 
Rutberg Transparent.

Meet our 
$20,000 
winner!
Akbar wins 
Glamour’s grand 
prize for her 
work supporting 
equal rights  
for Afghan girls.

 —Noorjahan Akbar

She’s a poster girl 
for equal rights  
in Afghanistan. 
Literally. 
Noorjahan Akbar, 22 
Dickinson College,  
Carlisle, Pa.;  
sociology major

Akbar, who grew up in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
remembers seeing a friend 
of hers get married and 
leave school—in seventh 
grade. “I could imagine 
what women looked like in 
fair societies, and I wanted 
that for my country,” she 
says. Her whole life has 
been dedicated to women’s 
rights. At 11 she created a 
homemade magazine about 
Afghan women and spoke 
at a free-press conference. 
Even though she came to 
the U.S. for high school and 
college, she led her coun-
try’s first-ever march 
against street harassment 
and helped open its first 
women-only Internet café. 
Her face graces billboards 
in Afghanistan, promoting 
a film about her work.  
Her goal: To launch  
a women’s newspaper in 
her home country.  
Her tip: Give back. “If I do 
something positive  
for women,” she says, “it 
affects my life too.”

Tunic, Tory Burch; jeans, MiH 
Jeans; heels, Brian Atwood.
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For vets who are 
suffering, she’s  
a hero. 
Katherine Bomkamp, 21 
West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, W.Va.; 
political science major

The daughter of an Air 
Force officer, Bomkamp 
was 16 when she met 
returning soldiers who’d 
lost limbs. “They’d sacri-
ficed so much for my free-
dom,” she says. And she 
had an idea: Maybe heat 
could stop phantom pain, 
which affects about 80 per-
cent of amputees. Using 
the wiring from heated 
hiking socks, she built her 
Pain Free Socket, an insert 
for prosthetics. The pat-
ented invention landed her 
in the National Gallery for 
America’s Young Inven-
tors; she was also the then 
youngest person ever to 
speak at the Royal Society 
of Medicine’s Innovation 
Summit, held in London.  
Is she obsessed? “Well,  
I do have the reputation on 
campus as ‘that military 
girl with the leg,’ ” she says. 
Her goal: To start produc-
ing her invention—and  
to work at Google.  
Her tip: Don’t let anyone 
tell you no. “People  
wrote me off,” she says. 
“Luckily, I didn’t listen.”

Jacket, Sandro; jeans, MiH 
Jeans; heels, Pierre Hardy.

She’s outtalked 
opponents from 
30 countries. 
Cara Eckholm, 21 
Princeton University, 
Princeton, N.J.;  
public and international 
affairs major 

You don’t want to  
pick a fight with Cara  
Eckholm. A member  
of Princeton’s politics 
and debate club (and  
former president),  
she’s beaten hundreds  
of foes from around  
the world, on topics  
ranging from censor-
ship to sustainable 
development.  
“I joined my high 
school debate team,” 
she says, “and I fell in  
love with increasing politi-
cal engagement through 
discussion.” Beyond  
the podium, she’s coached 
teams of inner-city  
New Jersey high school 
students and sits on  
The Daily Princetonian’s 
editorial board.  
Her goal: To land a 
Supreme Court seat. (Why 
not? She went to the same 
high school and college  
as Justice Elena Kagan.) 
Her tip: “Take an adven-
ture,” she says. “Some-
times you need a break 
from your norm to  
get perspective on what 
matters most.”

Top, Jenni Kayne;  
skirt, Richard Chai Love;  
heels, Schutz.

“What can  
I say? I just really 

love arguing,” 
says Eckholm.

Continued on page 212



 “It’s about telling 
someone, ‘You can 
do that,’ when 
they don’t think 
they can.” 

By the time  
you get out of  
bed, she’s  
trained 1,200 
midshipmen. 
Margaret Gilroy, 21 
United States Naval  
Academy, Annapolis, Md.; 
systems engineering major

Gilroy is always on the run. 
As the lone brigade train-
ing sergeant in charge  
of freshmen, she hops out  
of bed at 5:25 A.M. to  
oversee 1,000 sailors- and 
Marines-to-be in their 
workout and inspections. 
And that’s just her warm-
up: The captain of the 
women’s marathon team, 
she runs up to 20 miles 
daily and has 10 marathons 
under her belt. She’s also 
cofounder of her local  
Girls on the Run program. 
“To elementary kids,  
a 5K is like a marathon,” 
she says. “To see them 
destroy this challenge is 
unbelievable.”  
Her goal: To be among the 
Navy’s first female subma-
riners, run for Senate, and 
complete 100 marathons. 
Her tip: Push yourself—and 
others. “It’s all about tell-
ing someone, ‘You can do 
that,’ when they don’t 
think they can,” she says. 

Jumper, Suno; shirt, Rebecca 
Minkoff; necklace, Wanderlust + 
Co; heels, L.A.M.B.

     —Margaret Gilroy

She got 80,000 
people to look  
at her résumé in 
just five days.
Alice Lee, 21 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia; operations 
and information 
management major

Growing up in Silicon  
Valley, Lee was “always jail-
breaking  Pokémon on 
Game Boy, doing the things 
you’re not supposed to do,” 
she says. In 2011 she took  
a semester off to intern at 
Foursquare in New York 
City and travel to Ethiopia, 
where she shot photos that 
helped raise $50,000 for 
schools there. A year later 
she built a Web résumé, 
“Dear Instagram,” hoping 
to combine her loves of tech 
and photography with a gig 
at the company. In a week 
her site had 80,000 views, 
and Lee was on the phone 
with the company’s CEO. 
After graduating in three 
years, she’s now the young-
est product designer at file-
sharing service Dropbox.  
Her goal: To win hack-
athons, manage start-ups, 
and chronicle it all on, yes, 
Instagram (@by alice lee). 
Her tip: Learn a new skill 
each season. “This spring 
I’m mastering digital paint-
ing,” she says. 

Tank, Joie; blouse, Piamita; 
skirt, Suno; black bracelet, 
Callixto; gold bracelet, Tommy 
Hilfiger; pumps, L.A.M.B.
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Half a Million 
Votes Later, Meet 
Your Pick!

Her mission:  
to help 38  
million people 
breathe easier.
Otana Jakpor, 19 
University of Southern  
California, Los Angeles; 
global health and biological 
sciences double major

As a kid, Jakpor watched 
her mom suffer from 
asthma so severe it 
required frequent hospital-
izations. So when Jakpor 
learned that her hometown 
of Riverside, California, 
had some of the nastiest  
pollution in the country, 
she took action, testifying 
at the California Air 
Resources Board and con-
ducting her own air-quality 
experiments. “I got good  
at begging friends to come 
to my house, eat cookies, 
and be a test subject in my 
science projects,” she says. 
Her studies earned her 
citations from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
and the White House.  
Her goal: To be a doctor 
(like her mom!) and  
help pass clean-air laws 
around the country. 
Her tip: “Do what matters  
to you,” she says. “When 
you truly care about it, 
you’ll have great results.”

Dress, Tory Burch;  
necklace, Iosselliani;  
pumps, Jakpor’s own.

this year, for the first time  
ever, Glamour is adding an 
eleventh winner to this issue, 
one selected by you. the 
compe tition was fierce 
(563,681 votes were cast on 

glamour.com!), but in the end the top 10  
college women readers’ choice winner is  
Janice Guzon, a sociology and public policy 
double major at the university of chicago. 
through her charity, EyEsee, Guzon has col-
lected more than 35,000 pairs of used eye-
glasses and distributed them around the globe. 
“in the developing world, eyeglasses can cost a 
full year’s salary,” Guzon says. “in the meantime, 
americans throw out 4 million pairs per year. 
that’s just crazy!” Glamour is proud to award 
Guzon $1,500 in support of her “vision.” and give 
it up for her fellow readers’ choice finalists:

Mona Dixon, of arizona state university,  
a once homeless motivational speaker who 
travels the nation mentoring youth. 

Laura Evans, cofounder of Valti, a crowd-
sourced dress-rental service for her fellow 
harvard university students. 

Marissa Ionno of rutgers 
university, who uses her 
Facebook page, the tails 
network, to find homes for 
animals about to be euthanized. 
she has saved 50 to date!

Ajla Karajko of barnard college, who’s built  
a playground and run a summer camp for low-
income girls in her home country, bosnia.

Ariana Meltzer-Bruhn of Villanova university, 
who founded the group lEVEl, enlisting  
student volunteers to support disabled students 
(in place of adult aides). 

and Radhika Mitra, far left, of 
university of california, santa 
cruz, who’s cEo of her non-
profit, renaissance now, and 
has raised over $35,000  
for 10,000 artisans worldwide.

all about you/top 10 college women

Continued on page 216
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14,000 kids have 
paid it forward 
with her help. 
Simone Bernstein, 21 
St. Bonaventure 
University, St. 
Bonaventure, N.Y.; social 
entrepreneurship major

At 12, Bernstein was told 
she was too young for a vol-
unteer gig. Undeterred,  
she found a children’s shel-
ter that could use her. “I saw 
what a difference playing 
Monopoly with a kid could 
make,” she says. She 
launched the site volunteen 
nation.org with her brother, 
and has helped match 
14,000 young people 
around the country with 
service opportunities.  
Her goal: To ace med school 
(she’s been accepted!), and 
fight maternal mortality. 
Her tip: “Life can be a bub-
ble,” she says. “Volunteer, 
and you become part of the 
community.”

Shirt, Rebecca Taylor; skirt, 
Sandro; bracelet, Erickson 
Beamon; heels, Tibi.

She’s the LeBron 
James of soccer. 
(Or is he the  
“Julie Johnston  
of basketball”?)
Julie Johnston, 21 
Santa Clara University, 
Santa Clara, Calif.; 
communications major

“I didn’t grow up in a flashy 
place,” says Mesa, Arizona, 
native Johnston. “I wanted 
to push myself.” The All-
American led the U-20 
women’s national soccer 
team to World Cup victory 
last year, and has trained 
with the national team. 
Says Santa Clara coach 
Jerry Smith of his top 
scorer: “It’s like watching 
LeBron play basketball.  
She runs the game.” 
Her goal: “I’ll be as proud to 
graduate as I would to win 
the World Cup,” she says.  
Her tip: “Once you pick your 
dream, you have to sacrifice 
to get there,” she says. 

Shirt, PJK; skirt, DKNY; neck lace, 
Iosselliani; heels, Via Spiga.

 “Once you pick your 
dream, you have to 
sacrifice to get there.”
—Julie Johnston

Want to be one of Glamour’s next  
Top 10 College Women (or have a friend 
who deserves recognition)? 
If you’re a college woman who will be in her 
junior year during the 2013–2014 school year 
and who excels on campus and off, apply  
now! You could score a trip to New York City, 
recognition in a future issue, and $20,000!  
Go to glamour.com/go/TTCW for details. 
no purchasE nEcEssary. contest begins april 15, 2013, at 12:01 p.m. Et and ends 
september 15, 2013, at 11:59 p.m. Et, when all entries must be received. open only  
to legal residents of the 50 united states, district of columbia, and canada (void in  
Quebec) who are at least 18 years old and a full-time junior in 2013–2014. Visit glamour.
com/go/ttcw for full rules and how to enter. one grand-prize a.r.V.: $20,750; nine 
first-place prizes a.r.V.: $3,750. sponsor: condé nast.

See Glamour Shopper for more information.2 16  


